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Part 1
Questions 1-5

For each question, choose the correct answer.

1 A. Samira has not finished checking the
W whole report herself.
From: Samira Ce Bec
T 5 B. Samira wants to know where
Subject The report the report has been left.
Hi, I've left the [elp-:::urt on your desk. C. Samira needs Mr Evans to approve
Mr Evans wants it by 4 p.m. the final pages.
I've checked most of it but
can you look over the final two pages?
| ran out of time.
Thanks!
2 _ A. You should keep your belongings with
‘ you at all times for safety.
- B. You may leave small items on seats if
assengers are kindly asked the train is not crowded.
not to place lu goage on seats C. You are not supposed to put bags on
du l'il’LE_T., bu Sy ]JCl'iﬂdS. seats when the station is busy.
This includes bags, coats and
small items. Please use the
overhead shelves provided.
3
T ) A. The speaking test has been
Re: Your Speaking Test ki moved to an earlier day.
From: San Jose Language School B. The time of the speaking test has also
Your speaking test will now take place been changed.
on Friclay 12th, not Thursday 11th C. Only one part of the exam timetable

as previously arranged. The time has been altered.
remains the same: 10:30 a.m.

No other parts of your exam are affected.

We apologise for the change.
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4 A. You should drink the juice within two days of opening it.
B. The juice must be finished before the bottle is opened.
C. The juice is unsafe for children.

5

A. The door code is the same every week.

B. You need to make a purchase before you can use the
toilet.

C. You must ask a member of staff for permission to enter.
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Part 2

Questions 6-10

The people below all want to find a suitable place to visit or activity to do.
On the opposite page there are descriptions of eight places and activities.
Decide which place or activity would be the most suitable for each person.

6. Joshua has a free Saturday and wants to do something outdoors, but he is not
particularly sporty. He enjoys learning about the past and would like to go
somewhere he can walk around at his own pace. He will be travelling by bus, so
he needs somewhere that is easy to reach from the town centre.

7. Miriam wants to take her elderly mother out for afternoon tea. Her mother uses
a walking frame and cannot manage stairs, so they need a ground-floor venue
with level access. Miriam would prefer somewhere that feels a bit special rather
than an everyday café, and she is happy to pay a little more for that.

8. Jay is visiting the area alone for work and has an evening to fill. He is not very
talkative and does not want to sit in a bar making conversation with strangers. He
would enjoy something cultural that he can experience quietly by himself. He
finishes work at 6 p.m., so whatever he does needs to be open after that.

9. Jill and her family are looking for a Sunday activity that will suit three
generations: grandparents, parents, and a ten-year-old child. They want
something that takes up most of the day and includes food, so they do not have
to worry about bringing their own. They are on a budget and need good value for
a group of five.

10. Saskia is training for a swimming competition and needs to keep up her
practice while she is staying in the city. She wants to swim lengths in a proper
pool, not just splash around. Her training schedule means she can only go late in
the evening. She has her own equipment, so she just needs pool access, not a
lesson.
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A. City Museum and Gardens

Set in the grounds of a former palace, this open-air museum explores two thousand years of local history.
Visitors can follow marked paths through reconstructed homes, workshops and farms. There is a free
audio guide, or you can simply wander and read the information boards. Buses stop directly outside, and
the museum is a ten-minute ride from the central station. Open daily 10 a.m. — 5 p.m. Adults £9, children
£5.

B. The Grand Hotel — Afternoon Tea

Served daily in the hotel's elegant ground-floor lounge, which overlooks a rose garden. The menu
includes fresh sandwiches, warm scones with cream, and a selection of fine teas. Tables are well spaced,
and there are no steps between the entrance and the lounge. Afternoon tea is served 2 p.m. — 5 p.m. £22
per person. Booking recommended.

C. Riverside Gallery: Late Opening

This modern art gallery stays open until 9 p.m. every Friday and Saturday, making it ideal for an evening
visit. The current exhibition features large-scale landscape paintings by contemporary British artists. The
space is designed for quiet reflection, and visitors are encouraged to move through at their own speed.
Tickets £8. The gallery is a fifteen-minute walk from the city centre along the river path.

D. Family Fun Farm

A working farm that welcomes visitors every weekend. Children can feed the animals, ride a pony, and
explore a hay bale maze. There is a large picnic area, and a café sells hot meals, snacks and drinks. A
family ticket for two adults and up to three children costs £28, which includes entry to all activities. Open
10 a.m. — 5 p.m. Note: the farm is a forty-minute drive from the town centre, and public transport does not
serve the area.

E. Northside Pool: Late Swim Sessions

A 25-metre indoor pool with dedicated lane swimming every Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 8 p.m.
to 10:30 p.m. The late sessions are designed for serious swimmers who want to train without interruption.
There is no music, and the lanes are divided by speed. Entry is £6, or £22 for a block of four visits. No
need to book.

F. Heritage Tram Tour

Climb aboard a restored 1920s tram for a guided journey through the oldest parts of the city. The tour
lasts about 90 minutes, and the guide tells stories about the buildings, people and events that shaped the
area. Trams run every hour from 10 a.m., with the last departure at 3:30 p.m. Tickets £14 for adults, £9 for
children. The tram stop is a five-minute walk from the bus station.

G. The Old Fire Station Café

A friendly, informal café on two floors of a converted fire station. The ground floor has sofas and small
tables, while the upper floor has larger tables for groups. Simple food is served all day: soups, salads,
sandwiches. Open Monday to Saturday 8 a.m. — 6 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. — 4 p.m. No booking. Prices are
moderate. The upper floor is accessed by stairs only.

H. Sunday Market and Street Food Fair

Every Sunday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., the old market hall fills with stalls selling local produce, handcrafted
goods, and street food from around the world. There is live acoustic music throughout the afternoon, and
plenty of shared seating. Entry is free, and dishes from the food stalls range from £4 to £8. The market
hall is wheelchair accessible and is a five-minute walk from the bus and train stations.
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Part 3
Questions 11-15

For each question choose the correct answer.

The Voice in the Hallway

| grew up in a quiet household. My parents were kind and attentive, but neither of them was
particularly musical. We had a small radio in the kitchen, and that was about it. So | cannot really
explain where the urge to sing came from. It was simply there, from as early as | can remember.

At primary school, | was too shy to sing in front of anyone. | would mouth the words in assembly while
the confident kids around me sang out loudly. At home, though, | sang all the time. | sang in the
shower, | sang while doing my homework, and | sang into the mirror with a hairbrush as my
microphone. My parents never told me to be quiet, which | now realise was an act of great patience
on their part.

When | turned thirteen, something shifted. A new music teacher arrived at my school. Her name was
Mrs Okonkwo, and she was unlike any teacher | had known. She did not simply stand at the front and
wave a baton. She walked around the classroom while we sang, listening to each voice individually.
One afternoon, she stopped beside my desk and said, 'You have a lovely tone. Have you ever
thought about joining the choir?’

No one had ever said anything like that to me before. | was so surprised that | did not know how to
respond. | mumbled something about not being good enough, and she smiled and said, 'That is
exactly why you should join. You have no idea what you can do yet.'

| did join the choir, though | spent the first few rehearsals barely making a sound. But gradually,
surrounded by other voices, | began to trust my own. Mrs Okonkwo never pushed me. She simply
gave me opportunities. A small solo here, a duet there. Each time | said yes, | felt a little less afraid.

Last month, fifteen years after | stood in that classroom and heard those words, | performed on a
professional stage for the first time. The theatre was not huge, and the audience was modest, but the
moment felt enormous. | thought about Mrs Okonkwo as | walked out into the lights. A single
sentence, offered at the right moment, can change the direction of a life. | am living proof of that.
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11. What does the writer say about her childhood home?
A. Her parents were often too busy to spend time with her.
B. Music did not play a large part in family life.

C. She was discouraged from singing by her parents.

D. The family owned very few possessions apart from a radio.

12. How did the writer feel when Mrs Okonkwo first spoke to her about her singing?
A. Proud that her talent had been recognised at last.

B. Embarrassed because she had been caught singing alone.

C. Unsure how to react because she had never received such a comment before.

D. Annoyed that the teacher had interrupted her during the lesson.

13. What does the writer say about her early weeks in the choir?
A. She regretted joining and considered leaving.

B. She was given a solo immediately to build her confidence.

C. She relied on the presence of others to find her own voice.

D. Mrs Okonkwo made her sing alone in front of the group.

14. What does the writer mean by saying 'the moment felt enormous' in the final paragraph?
A. The theatre was bigger than she had expected.

B. The experience was personally very significant, regardless of the setting.

C. She was disappointed by how few people had come to watch.

D. She felt pressure to perform better than she ever had before.

15. Which of the following best captures what the writer took from her experience?
A. Talent is something you are born with, not something you can develop.

B. A small piece of encouragement at the right time can have a lasting impact.

C. Professional success is the only true measure of achievement.

D. Teachers should push shy students harder to overcome their fears.
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Part 4

Questions 16-20
Five sentences have been removed from the text below. For each question, choose the correct
answer (A-H). There are three extra sentences which you do not need to use.

Unpacking Memories

My aunt Rosa never talked much about her past. She was a warm and generous person, but there
were certain subjects she would gently steer the conversation away from. One of those subjects was
the years she spent living abroad as a young woman. 16 . She just preferred to focus on the
present.

Last winter, my aunt's health began to decline, and she moved into a smaller flat. My mother and |
offered to clear out the old house. The attic was the last room we tackled. It was full of dusty boxes,
old clothes, and furniture that had not been used for decades. 17 . It was tucked behind a stack of
paintings my aunt had done years ago.

We pulled the suitcase into the light and opened it. Inside, there was no jewellery or money. Instead,
we found letters, dozens of them, all written in Italian and tied together with a blue ribbon. There were
also black-and-white photographs of a young woman standing outside a café, a small notebook filled
with handwritten recipes, and a scarf made of pale yellow silk. 18 . She said my aunt had never
mentioned a single detail about this part of her life to anyone in the family.

| took the letters home with me. My lItalian is not perfect, but with some patience and a dictionary, |
began to piece together a story. The letters were from someone called Luca. He wrote about the
weather in Rome, about his job in a bookshop, and about how much he missed the person he was
writing to. 19 . They were full of affection and everyday details that felt strangely intimate to read.

| never got the chance to ask my aunt about Luca. She passed away a few weeks after we found the
suitcase. But | think about those letters often. They reminded me that the people we love sometimes
have whole chapters of their lives that we know nothing about. 20 :

A. My mother was as surprised as | was.

B. That does not mean those chapters did not matter.

C. | asked her directly once, and she changed the topic almost immediately.

D. They were not dramatic letters, and there were no great secrets in them.

E. The suitcase itself was old and made of brown leather, with brass locks that had gone green.

F. | had always imagined my aunt as someone who had never left our town, so this was hard to
believe.

G. Right at the back, under an old blanket, | spotted a small brown suitcase.

H. My mother thought we should throw the letters away, but | refused.
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Part 5
Questions 21-26

For each question, choose the correct answer.

The Wrong Address

A few months ago, | ordered a birthday present for my sister online. She lives in Scotland, so | was
careful to enter her address correctly before | clicked 'buy.' At least, | thought | was careful. A week
later, | received a message from the delivery company saying the parcel had been left in a safe place
at number 42. My sister lives at number 44,

| immediately contacted the company, but they said the parcel had been delivered to the address |
gave them and there was nothing they could do. | felt frustrated, and | was not sure what to do

21 . The house at number 42 belonged to someone | had never met, and | did not feel
comfortable knocking on a stranger's door.

In the end, | decided to write a short note and post it through the letterbox. | explained the situation,

apologised for the 22 , and left my phone number. | tried to keep the tone friendly and polite. A
few hours later, my phone rang. It was a woman called Pauline, who said she had the parcel and
invited me to come and 23 it up whenever | liked.

When | arrived, Pauline was waiting at the door. She handed me the parcel and asked what was
inside. When | told her, she laughed and said she had done exactly the same thing herself the year
before. We ended up having a cup of tea together, and we discovered that we had quite a lot

24 common. She had moved to the area only six months earlier and did not know many
people yet.

Since that day, Pauline and | have become good friends. We meet for coffee every couple of weeks,
and she even came to my sister's birthday party later that summer. It is funny to think that a simple
mistake brought someone new into my life. | suppose it shows that good things can sometimes come

25  problems. Allit26 _ is alittle bit of courage to knock on the door, or in my case, to
write a note.

21 A. next B. after C. then D. later

22 A. trouble B. effort C. pressure D. worry

23 A. bring B. pick C. take D. fetch

24 A.in B. on C. for D. with

25 A. out B. from C. along D. across

26 A. asked B. needed C. took D. called
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Part 6
Questions 27-32

For each question, write the correct answer. Write one word for each gap.

A Book | Borrowed

| am usually very careful with books. | do not bend the pages, | never write in the margins, and |
certainly do not lend them to people | do not trust. So when my neighbour Daniel asked if he could
borrow my favourite novel, I hesitated. He promised to look 27 it and return it within two
weeks. Against my better judgement, | said yes.

A month went by, and | heard nothing. | reminded him once in passing, and he said he had almost
finished. Another month passed. The book had been gone 28 so long that | started to forget
what the cover looked like. | began to think | would never see it again.

Then, one Saturday morning, | found a package outside my front door. Inside was my book, wrapped
in brown paper. There was also a note from Daniel. He explained that he had moved to a new flat
and the book had been packed away in a box 29 mistake. He apologised and said he hoped |
had not been 30 angry with him.

| was not angry at all. In fact, | was so pleased to have the book back that | sat down and started
reading it again immediately. It was just 31 good as | remembered. Sometimes losing
something, even for a while, reminds you 32 much you value it.
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Answer Keys

Part1

1 A. Samira explains that she has checked most of the report but asks her colleague to look over the
final two pages because she ran out of time. This tells us she did not complete the checking herself.
Option B is not supported because Samira knows exactly where the report is; she left it on the desk
and is simply informing her colleague. Option C misreads the situation, as Samira is asking her
colleague to check the pages, not Mr Evans.

2 C. The notice politely requests passengers not to put luggage on seats during busy times, which
means this is something they should avoid doing at those times. 'Are kindly asked not to' has the
same force as 'are not supposed to.' Option A introduces the idea of safety, which is not mentioned
anywhere in the notice. Option B goes against the text, because the rule applies to small items as
well and makes no exception for quiet periods.

3 C. The email states that only the speaking test has been moved and confirms that 'no other parts of
your exam are affected.' This means just one element of the timetable has changed. Option A gets
the direction wrong, as the test has moved from Thursday to Friday, which is later, not earlier. Option
B is directly contradicted by the sentence ‘the time remains the same.’

4 A. The instruction ‘consume within 48 hours' means the juice should be drunk within two days of
being opened. Option B does not make sense, as the juice is sealed before opening and does not
need to be finished until it is opened. Option C stretches the warning too far; the label advises against
giving the juice to infants under 12 months, but this does not mean it is unsafe for children in general.

5 C. The sign tells customers to 'ask at the counter for the door code," which means requesting
permission or access from a staff member. Option A is the reverse of what the sign says, since the
code changes every Monday. Option B may seem reasonable, but the sign states the facilities are for
customers, which implies you need to be a customer, not that you must buy something extra on the
spot.

Part 2

6 A. Joshua wants an outdoor activity that is not sporty and involves history, and the City Museum
and Gardens is an open-air attraction exploring two thousand years of local history. He can walk
around at his own pace, which matches the description of following paths and reading information
boards. He also needs public transport access, and the text confirms that buses stop outside. Option
F is historical and does not require sportiness, but it is a guided tram tour with set departure times
rather than a place to wander freely. Option D is outdoors but focused on animals and play rather
than history.

7 B. Miriam wants to take her mother for afternoon tea in a venue that feels special. The Grand Hotel
serves afternoon tea in an elegant ground-floor lounge with no steps, which suits her mother's need
for level access. The price of £22 per person is higher than an everyday café, but Miriam is happy to
pay more for a nicer experience. Option G is a café but is informal and spread over two floors with
stairs, which rules it out. Option H has food but is a busy market, not a quiet, special venue for tea.

8 C. Jay is after a cultural activity he can do alone in the evening, and the Riverside Gallery has late
opening until 9 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays. The exhibition of large landscape paintings suits his
interest in something cultural and quiet, and the description emphasises quiet reflection and moving
at one's own speed. Option A is cultural but closes at 5 p.m., which is too early. Option H is open on
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Sundays, but Jay needs something for an evening after 6 p.m., and a busy market is not a quiet
experience.

9 H. The family wants a Sunday activity suitable for three generations that takes up most of the day
and includes food. The Sunday Market and Street Food Fair runs from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., has free
entry, and offers a wide range of food at moderate prices, which suits their budget. The venue is
accessible and easy to reach by public transport. Option D is a family farm and sounds appealing, but
it is a forty-minute drive away with no public transport, and the family ticket covers two adults and
three children, whereas this family has three generations. Option G is affordable and serves food but
closes at 4 p.m. on Sundays and has stairs, which may not suit the grandparents.

10 E. Saskia requires a proper pool for training late in the evening. Northside Pool offers dedicated
lane swimming sessions from 8 p.m. to 10:30 p.m., which fits her schedule perfectly. The lanes are
divided by speed and the sessions are designed for serious swimmers, which matches her need for
uninterrupted training. She has her own equipment and does not need lessons, so pool access is all
she requires. None of the other options offer late-evening swimming.

Part 3

11 B. The writer describes her household as quiet and says her parents were not musical, adding
that they only had a small radio. This suggests music was not a significant part of daily life. Option A
is incorrect because she describes her parents as kind and attentive, which contradicts the idea that
they were too busy. Option C is incorrect because her parents never told her to stop singing, which
she now views as an act of patience. Option D is incorrect because possessing few things is not
mentioned; the radio is mentioned only to show the lack of music, not a lack of possessions in
general.

12 C. The author mentions being so surprised she did not know how to respond and mumbled
something about not being good enough. This shows she was uncertain how to take the comment.
Option Ais incorrect because she did not feel proud at that moment; she was caught off guard and
doubted herself. Option B is incorrect because she was in a classroom with other students, not
singing alone. Option D is incorrect because she was not annoyed; her reaction was one of surprise,
not irritation.

13 C. The writer explains that she barely made a sound during the first rehearsals but gradually
began to trust her own voice because she was surrounded by others. This matches the idea of
relying on the group to find her confidence. Option A is incorrect because there is no mention of
regret or wanting to leave. Option B is incorrect because Mrs Okonkwo did not give her a solo
straight away; she offered small opportunities over time. Option D is incorrect because Mrs Okonkwo
is described as never pushing her, and there is no mention of being forced to sing alone.

14 B. By saying the moment felt enormous, the writer is describing the personal importance of the
performance, not the physical size of the theatre. She contrasts the modest theatre with the huge
emotional significance of stepping onto a professional stage for the first time. Option A is incorrect
because she says the theatre was not huge. Option C is incorrect because she describes the
audience as modest, not disappointingly small. Option D is incorrect because she does not mention
pressure; the focus is on the significance of the moment.

15 B. The text ends by reflecting that a single sentence spoken by Mrs Okonkwo changed the
direction of her life. This captures the central idea that encouragement, even in small doses, can
have a lasting effect. Option A is incorrect because the writer's story is about developing talent over
time, not being born with it. Option C is incorrect because the writer values the personal journey, not
just the professional outcome. Option D is incorrect because Mrs Okonkwo is praised for her gentle
approach, not for pushing hard.
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Part 4

16 C. Before the gap we learn that Aunt Rosa avoided talking about her years abroad. Sentence C
gives a concrete example of this: the writer asked once and her aunt changed the subject
immediately. The following sentence, 'She just preferred to focus on the present,’ flows naturally from
this.

17 G. We get a brief description of the attic full of dusty boxes and old furniture. Sentence G
introduces the suitcase hidden at the back under a blanket. The following sentence begins with 'It
was tucked behind a stack of paintings,’ which continues the description of where the suitcase was
found and connects smoothly to G.

18 A. The contents of the suitcase are described before the gap. The sentence after the gap says the
mother had never heard about this part of her aunt's life. Sentence A fits perfectly because it shows
the mother was equally shocked by the discovery.

19 D. The focus shifts to what is in Luca's letters. Sentence D continues this by explaining what the
letters were not: dramatic or full of secrets. The following sentence describes what the letters were,
warm and full of everyday details, which contrasts well with D.

20 B. The author finalizes with the idea how people we love have whole chapters of their lives we
know nothing about. Sentence B completes this thought beautifully: not knowing about those
chapters does not mean they were unimportant. This provides a satisfying and reflective ending to
the text.

Part 5

21 A. 'What to do next' means what action to take after the current situation. It is a very common
expression and fits naturally here because the writer has hit a dead end with the delivery company.
'‘What to do after' would require an object, such as 'what to do after that.' ‘What to do then' is possible
grammatically but is less natural than 'next' in this context. Finally, 'later' does not fit structurally into
'what to do later' when the writer means the immediate next step.

22 A. 'Sorry for the trouble' is a fixed expression used when you have caused an inconvenience to
someone. It fits perfectly because the writer is apologising for the mistake that led to a stranger
receiving the parcel. 'Sorry for the effort' is not a collocation. 'Pressure’ refers to stress or urgency, not
to an inconvenience. We don't use ‘worry' here as it is an emotion, and the writer is apologising for
causing an inconvenience, not for making the neighbour feel worried.

23 B. The phrasal verb 'pick up' means to collect something. Pauline invited the writer to come and
collect the parcel. This is the standard verb for collecting an item that has been left somewhere. To
bring up means to mention a topic or to raise a child, neither of which fits. To take up means to start a
hobby or to occupy space. We don't normally say 'to fetch up'.

24 A. The phrase 'have a lot in common' is a fixed expression that means to share similar interests or
experiences. The preposition 'in' is the only one that completes this phrase correctly. “On common”
and “in common” are not right grammatically. Although 'with' can appear in such phrase, the
expression is 'in common with someone," and the gap here is after 'a lot,' so 'in' is the required
preposition.

25 B. When we say that something comes from problems, it means it originates from or is caused by
problems. The writer is expressing that good things can grow out of difficult situations. Option A is
incorrect because ‘come out problems' is grammatically incomplete without 'of." Option C is incorrect
because 'come along' is a phrasal verb meaning to arrive or make progress, and it does not fit with
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‘problems." Option D is incorrect because ‘come across' means to find something by chance, and it is
not used to mean 'originate from.’

26 C. The expression 'all it took was' means the only thing that was required was. It is a very
common fixed phrase in English, often used when reflecting on how a small action led to a bigger
result. The writer is saying that a little courage was the only necessary ingredient. Option A is
incorrect because ‘all it asked' is not a natural collocation. Option B is incorrect because ‘all it needed'
is possible but 'all it needed was' is less common than the fixed phrase "all it took was.' Option D is
incorrect because 'all it called' does not make sense here.

Part 6

27 after. The phrasal verb 'look after' means to take care of something. Daniel promised to take care
of the book. The word 'for' would be incorrect here because 'look for' means to search for something,
which does not fit the context of caring for a borrowed item.

28 for. Here we use 'for' with a period of time to say how long something has lasted. The book had
been gone for a long time. The word 'since’ would be incorrect because 'since' is used with a specific
starting point, not a duration.

29 by. The phrase 'by mistake' is a fixed expression meaning accidentally or not on purpose. The
book was packed into a box accidentally during the move. The word 'in' would be incorrect because
'in mistake' is not a correct phrase.

30 too. 'Too' here means more than is wanted or needed, and it is used before adjectives. Daniel
hoped the writer had not been too angry. The word 'very' is possible but 'too’ better captures the idea
of anger to a degree that would cause a problem.

31 as. The structure 'as good as' is used to make a comparison of equality. The book was just as
good as the writer remembered. The word 'so’' would be incorrect here because 'so good as' is not
the standard form in positive statements.

32 how. The word 'how" introduces a clause expressing the degree or extent of something. The writer
is reminded how much she values the book. The word 'what' would be incorrect because it would
require a different structure, such as 'what you value.’
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Vocabulary

The vocabulary below is meant to help you with the more difficult words. If the word isn’t on the list
then you are either supposed to know it at this level or it is too specific to be worth learning for the
exam. Symbols in brackets mean part of speech(see bottom of the list). Sentences in italics give
examples of usage for some more complex words and phrases.

And remember - you are not given a vocabulary list (or a dictionary) at your real exam.

Part 1

Report (n) — a written document that gives information about a particular subject. The student wrote
a report about climate change for her science class.

Look over (phrasal v) — to check or examine something quickly. Can you look over my essay
before I give it to the teacher?

Ran out of time (phrase) — had no time left to finish something. She ran out of time during the
exam and could not answer the last three questions.

Belongings (n) — the things that you own, especially those you carry with you. Please do not leave
your belongings unattended on the beach.

Crowded (adj) — full of people. The bus was so crowded that | had to stand for the whole journey.

Altered (v) — changed. The flight time was altered because of bad weather, so we arrived two hours
later.

Exam timetable (n) — a schedule showing the dates and times of exams. The exam timetable is
posted on the school noticeboard, so check it carefully.

Consume (v) — to eat or drink something. You should consume the yoghurt within three days of
opening the container.

Infants (n) — very young children, usually under one year old. This playground is designed for
infants and toddlers, not older children.

Door code (n) — a number you need to type in to open a locked door. The door code to the office is
2468, but it changes every month.

Facilities (n) — buildings, equipment, or services provided for a particular purpose. The gym has
excellent facilities, including a sauna and a swimming pool.

Counter (n) — a flat surface in a shop, bank, or cafe where customers are served. Please pay for
your items at the counter near the entrance.

Purchase (n) — something that you buy. Keep your receipt as proof of purchase in case you need to
return the item.

Part 2

At his own pace (phrase) — as fast or as slow as he wants, without pressure. The teacher let the
students complete the test at their own pace.

Elderly (adj) — old; used politely about a person. An elderly gentleman offered me his seat on the
bus.
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Walking frame (n) — a piece of equipment with four legs that helps someone who has difficulty
walking. After her hip operation, she used a walking frame to move around the house.

Manage stairs (phrase) — to be able to go up and down stairs without help. My grandfather cannot
manage stairs anymore, so he sleeps on the ground floor.

Level access (n) — a way to enter a place without using steps. The community centre has level
access, so wheelchairs and pushchairs can enter easily.

Talkative (adj) — liking to talk a lot. The taxi driver was very talkative and told me all about his family
during the journey.

Making conversation (phrase) — talking with someone to be polite, not because you have
something important to say. / do not like making conversation with strangers at parties.

Strangers (n) — people you do not know. Her parents told her never to get into a car with strangers.

Generations (n) — groups of people born and living at about the same time. Three generations of
our family — grandparents, parents, and children — live in the same house.

On a budget (phrase) — having only a limited amount of money to spend. We are on a budget for
our holiday, so we will cook our own meals instead of eating out.

Good value (n) — worth the money you pay; not too expensive for what you get. The museum ticket
is good value because it includes entry to three exhibitions.

Training schedule (n) — a plan that shows when and how often you will practise a sport. Her
training schedule includes swimming every morning at 6 a.m. and running in the evenings.

Splash around (phrase) — to play in water without swimming seriously. The shallow end of the pool
is for small children who just want to splash around.

Proper pool (n) — a real swimming pool that is suitable for serious swimming, not just playing. The
hotel had a small pool for relaxing, not a proper pool for doing lengths.

Lengths (n) — swimming from one end of a pool to the other. She swims forty lengths every morning
before breakfast.

Open-air (adj) — outside, not inside a building. The open-air theatre closes during winter because it
Is too cold.

Reconstructed (adj) — built again to look like something from the past. The village has
reconstructed houses that show how people lived five hundred years ago.

Audio guide (n) — a recorded commentary that you listen to while walking around a museum or
attraction. The audio guide is available in six languages, including French and Japanese.

Wander (v) — to walk around slowly without a fixed direction or purpose. We spent the afternoon
wandering through the old town and looking at the shops.

Information boards (n) — signs that give facts about something. The information boards along the
nature trail explain the names of the trees and birds.
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Elegant (adj) — stylish, graceful, and attractive. She wore an elegant black dress to the wedding
reception.

Well spaced (adj) — placed with enough distance between them. The tables in the restaurant are
well spaced, so you have plenty of privacy.

Reflection (n) — quiet, serious thought. He sat by the lake in reflection, thinking about his future.

Contemporary (adj) — modern; belonging to the present time. The gallery only shows contemporary
art, not old paintings from centuries ago.

Hay bale (n) — a large block of dried grass used as animal food. The children jumped off the hay
bale into the soft straw below.

Maze (n) — a complicated system of paths or walls designed to make people get lost. The corn
maze at the farm takes about an hour to complete if you do not cheat.

Dedicated (adj) — designed for one specific purpose. The library has a dedicated quiet room where
no talking is allowed.

Interruption (n) — something that stops an activity for a short time. The constant interruptions from
phone calls made it hard to finish my homework.

Divided (v) — separated into groups or sections. The class was divided into four teams for the quiz.

Restored (adj) — repaired and cleaned to look like new again. The restored 1950s car won first
prize at the show.

Converted (adj) — changed from one use to another. They live in a converted church with a kitchen
where the altar used to be.

Moderate (adj) — not too expensive and not too cheap; reasonable. The hotel charges moderate
prices for its rooms, unlike the luxury ones nearby.

Handcrafted (adj) — made by hand, not by machine. She sells handcrafted jewellery at the local
market.

Acoustic music (n) — music played on instruments that are not electric, such as an acoustic guitar
or violin. The cafe has acoustic music on Friday nights, just a singer with a guitar.

Wheelchair accessible (adj) — able to be entered and used by someone in a wheelchair. The new
restaurant is fully wheelchair accessible, with wide doors and a ramp.

Part 3

Household (n) — the people living in a house together. Our household includes me, my parents, and
my two brothers.

Attentive (adj) — paying close attention and being caring towards someone. The hotel staff were
very attentive and brought us anything we asked for.

Particularly (adv) — especially; more than usual. The food was good, but the dessert was
particularly delicious.
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Urge (n) — a strong feeling or desire to do something. He felt a sudden urge to call his mother after
not speaking to her for weeks.

Microphone (n) — a device that turns sound into an electrical signal so it can be amplified or
recorded. The singer tapped the microphone to check if it was working.

Patience (n) — the ability to wait calmly or accept difficulties without getting angry. Teaching young
children requires a lot of patience.

Shifted (v) — changed or moved, especially gradually. Public opinion shifted after the news reported
the full story.

Baton (n) — a thin stick used by a conductor to lead an orchestra or choir. The conductor raised her
baton, and the orchestra began to play.

Individually (adv) — one by one; separately. The teacher spoke to each student individually about
their grades.

Tone (n) — the quality of a sound, especially a musical or vocal sound. The guitar has a warm, rich
tone that I really like.

Choir (n) — a group of people who sing together. She joined the school choir and sings at the winter
concert every year.

Mumbled (v) — spoke quietly and not clearly, often because you were nervous or embarrassed. He
mumbled an apology and quickly left the room.

Rehearsals (n) — practice sessions for a performance. The play rehearsals run every evening for
two weeks before opening night.

Gradually (adv) — slowly, step by step. The fog gradually lifted, and we could see the mountains
again.

Surrounded by (phrase) — having people or things all around you. She sat in the garden
surrounded by flowers and butterflies.

Trust (v) — to believe that someone or something is reliable or good. You need to trust your own
judgement when making important decisions.

Opportunities (n) — chances to do something. The internship gave me opportunities to meet people
in the industry.

Solo (n) — a piece of music or performance done by one person alone. She sang a beautiful solo at
the concert that brought tears to everyone's eyes.

Duet (n) — a piece of music performed by two people. The father and daughter sang a duet at the
wedding reception.

Professional stage (n) — a platform where professional actors, singers, or performers appear. After
years of amateur theatre, she finally stepped onto a professional stage for the first time.

Modest (adj) — small or not very large in size, amount, or value. They live in a modest house with
only two bedrooms, but it is enough for them.

Enormous (adj) — extremely large. The project was an enormous success, far beyond what anyone
expected.

Living proof (n) — a person whose life shows that something is true. He is living proof that hard
work and determination can lead to success.
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Part 4

Decline (v) — to become weaker, worse, or less. His health began to decline after he stopped
exercising regularly.

Clear out (phrasal v) — to remove things from a place, usually to clean or organise. We need to
clear out the garage before we can park the car inside.

Tackled (v) — began to deal with a difficult task. She tackled the pile of dirty dishes as soon as she
got home.

Attic (n) — a room or space just below the roof of a house. We store our Christmas decorations in
the attic all year.

Tucked (v) — hidden or placed in a safe or sheltered position. The keys were tucked under a
flowerpot by the back door.

Stack (n) — a pile of things placed on top of each other. There was a stack of unread magazines on
the coffee table.

Ribbon (n) — a long, narrow strip of fabric used for tying or decoration. She tied a red ribbon around
the gift box.

Handwritten (adj) — written by hand, not typed or printed. | prefer handwritten thank-you notes
because they feel more personal.

Recipes (n) — instructions for cooking or preparing food. My grandmother’s recipes are written in an
old notebook that I treasure.

Pieced together (phrasal v) — gradually understood something by collecting small pieces of
information. The police pieced together what happened from witness statements.

Affection (n) — a gentle feeling of love or liking. The dog showed its affection by licking my hand
and wagging its tail.

Intimate (adj) — private, personal, or close. The diary contained intimate details about her feelings
that she had never shared with anyone.

Passed away (phrasal v) — died (polite expression). The author passed away peacefully at home at
the age of ninety-four.

Chapters (n) — (here) periods or parts of a person's life. Moving to New York was a new chapter in
her life.

Part 5

Address (n) — the details of where someone lives or works, including house number, street, and
town. Please write your full address on the envelope so the letter arrives safely.

Delivery company (n) — a business that transports and delivers parcels. The delivery company left
the package with my neighbour because | was not at home.

Parcel (n) — an object or package wrapped in paper or plastic for sending by post. The parcel was
too big to fit through the letterbox, so the postman left it outside.

Frustrated (adj) — feeling annoyed and upset because you cannot do something or achieve what
you want. He felt frustrated when the website kept crashing while he was trying to book tickets.
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Knocking on a stranger's door (phrase) — going to the house of someone you do not know and
hitting the door to get their attention. She was nervous about knocking on a stranger's door to ask for
directions.

Letterbox (n) — the narrow opening in a front door through which post is pushed. The envelope was
too thick to fit through the letterbox, so the postman knocked.

Tone (n) — the general feeling or attitude expressed in speech or writing. The email had a friendly
tone that made me feel welcome.

Handed over (v) — gave something to someone by holding it out. He handed over the keys to the
new owner and wished him luck.

Had a lot in common (phrase) — shared similar interests, experiences, or opinions. We discovered
we had a lot in common: we both loved hiking and hated horror films.

Mistake (n) — something that is not correct or was done without intention. I made a mistake on the
form and wrote the wrong date of birth.

Courage (n) — the ability to do something that frightens you. She finally found the courage to speak
in front of the large audience.

Part 6

Bend (v) — to press or fold something so it is no longer flat. Please do not bend the pages of library
books.

Margins (n) — the blank spaces at the side of a page. He wrote notes in the margins of his textbook
while studying for the exam.

Lend (v) — to give something to someone temporarily, expecting it to be returned. Can you lend me
£10 until tomorrow? | forgot my wallet.

Hesitated (v) — paused before doing something because you were unsure or nervous. She
hesitated for a moment before opening the letter from the hospital.

Against my better judgement (phrase) — doing something even though you know it might not be a
good idea. Against my better judgement, | agreed to lend my car to my younger brother.

In passing (phrase) — mentioned briefly while talking about something else. He mentioned in
passing that he was moving to London, but he did not give any details.

Wrapped (v) — covered or folded around something, usually paper or cloth. She wrapped the gift in
gold paper and tied it with a blue ribbon.

Packed away (phrasal v) — put something into a box or container to store it. After Christmas, we
packed away the decorations until next year.

By mistake (phrase) — accidentally, not intentionally. / took the wrong coat by mistake because it
looked just like mine.

Value (v) — to consider something important or useful. I really value the time | spend with my family
on weekends.
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